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Her Excellency Ms Dijksma

The undersigned supporters of Europeans for Fair Competition (E4FC), a coalition of concerned
European citizens and organizations, would like to draw the special attention of the European
Transport Council to the issue of “fair competition” between European airlines and a number of
their competitors based in the Gulf.

Indisputable documented evidence shows that the nations of Qatar and the United Arab
Emirates have injected over €39 billion (between 2004-2014 alone) in government subsidies
and unfair benefits into their state-owned airlines [see http://e4fc.eu/subsidies]. These nations
and their subsidized airlines have used these funds to develop services and massive capacity
between Europe and Asia via their hubs and are proceeding with a number of strategic
investments in European airlines to feed their own operations and gain market access.

In turn, European airlines are not only losing market share, they are losing entire markets, with
an inevitable negative impact on the European economy. It is crucial to have an EU-based
airline industry that best serves Europe’s strategic interest, i.e., consumers, European
employment, investment, competitiveness and connectivity. Flights to and from the EU,
performed by an EU-based airline, will result in at least four times more local employment than
the same flight performed by a non-EU airline.

It is vital that the EU pursue a comprehensive policy that strengthens the accessibility of
European hubs to safeguard connectivity and consumer choice long term. We welcome the
statement by Transport Commissioner Violeta Bulc on 7" December 2015, announcing the
Commission’s new Aviation Strategy and insisting on the importance of both open market
access and fair competition.

We believe fair competition would be best addressed through the inclusion of provisions
effectively securing undistorted competition in bilateral air services agreements between the
European Union, its Member States and Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) nations. We also
believe that measures against unfair practices from third countries and third country operators
should be adopted by European institutions. Specific to the United Arab Emirates and the State
of Qatar, immediate action is necessary to ensure a competitive and level playing field for
European commercial aviation.



E4FC stands for:

(1) promoting, restoring and protecting a level playing field for European aviation
(2) promoting fair and balanced air service agreements and requiring oversight and

enforcement of compliance with those agreements

(3) protecting European aviation workers from the threat of job loss due to

unprecedented state-subsidized airline expansion, and

(4) providing solutions regarding how air service/open skies agreements should address
a disproportional flow of state-subsidized carrier capacity to and from Europe,
including the development of a proper trade defense instrument for European

aviation.

We, therefore, call on the EU Transport Council to include a strong and comprehensive fair
competition clause, as well as oversight and enforcement procedures in any future air services
agreement to be concluded between the EU and GCC. In the meantime, we continue our
campaign to enforce international aviation and trade rules, ensure fair and equitable

competition and a level playing field.

Aviation is viciously competitive. We can compete with any airline, but not with governments.

Thank you for your courteous attention to our concerns.

Sincerely,
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Steven Verhagen, President, VNV (On behalf of E4FC Supporters)
s.verhagen@vnv.nl
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cc: Ms. Violeta Bulc, EU Transport Commissioner
Mr. Henrik Hololei, Director General, DG Mobility and Transport
Mr. Michael Cramer, Chair of the EP Transport & Tourism Committee
Ms. Isabella De Monte, Member of the European Parliament
Mr. Wim Van de Camp, Member of the European Parliament
Ms. Jackie Foster, Member of the European Parliament
Mr. Davor Skrlec, Member of the European Parliament
Ms. Marie-Christine Arnautu, Member of the European Parliament





